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Japanese Temple
This is a gateway to a Japanese temple complex.  This one is Buddhist, but the Shinto 
shrines look much the same.  This temple is not for people to worship in, it is to store 
artifacts and to be a place for the monks to live and work.  The Japanese do not 
worship in special buildings like westerners.  Japanese architecture is made of wood, 
raised slightly from the ground, and has tile roofs.  The gently curved roof dominates 
the building and is typical of Japanese architecture.

 

Layers of Learning



Early Japan: Unit 1-11
14000-300BC 1-11

Jomon period

660 BC     1-11

The Mythical Emperor 
Jimmu, a descendant of 
the Sun Goddess, founds 

the royal dynasty

300BC-250AD 1-11

Yayoi Period; weaving, 
rice farming, and working 
in iron and bronze begin

57 AD          1-11

Japan first mentioned in 
Chinese records

220 AD     1-11

Queen Himiko is chosen 
to bring peace to the 

warring Wa (Japanese) 
tribes, uniting them for 

the first time

250AD-538AD 1-11

Kofun Period; strong 
military states emerge

538 AD       1-11

Buddhism is introduced to 
Japan by this date

538 - 710 AD 1-11

Asuka Period; the Yamato 
unite and rule most of 

Japan

594 AD     1-11

Prince Shotoku rules for 
Empress Suiko and works 
to spread Chinese religion 

and culture

710 AD      1-11

The capital is moved from 
Asuka to Nara and the 

Nara period begins; the 
empire become 

centralized; the emperor 
becomes a figurehead 












