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The Colosseum
The Colosseum is an amphitheater in Rome, Italy.  It was the largest amphitheater in 
the Roman Empire when it was built, and is still the largest in the world, holding more 
than 80,000 people.  It was a stage for gladiator fights, sea battles, animal hunts, and 
other public shows.  This picture shows how it looks today, with some of the stone walls
broken and missing.  Earthquakes and vandalism have partly destroyed it, but it is still 
visited by tourists every day.

Layers of Learning



Roman Empire: Unit 1-20
31 BC     1-20

Octavian, later named
Augustus is made
Emperor of Rome

14 AD    1-20

Tiberias is Emperor; tries
to restore the Republic,

but is rejected by the
senate

25 AD      1-20

Agrippa builds the
Pantheon

37 AD     1-20

Caligula become emperor,
but he is insane and is

assassinated

43 AD     1-20

Romans invade Britain
and found Londinium a

few years later

54 AD     1-20

Nero is emperor; in a few
years he will set fire to
Rome and blame the

Christians

70 AD    1-20

Tito becomes emperor and
brutally destroys

Jerusalem and other
Jewish towns; the Jews

are scattered across
Europe and Asia

72-80 AD 1-20

Colosseum is built in
Rome

79 AD    1-20

Mt. Vesuvius erupts,

97 AD    1-20 98 AD     1-20 117 AD      1-20



burying Pompeii and
Heraculaneum

Rome forbids human
sacrifice throughout the

empire Trajan becomes emperor;
Roman Empire reaches its

greatest extent

Hadrian becomes
emperor; builds his

famous wall in 122 AD

136 AD    1-20

Jewish revolt is put down
and Jews are forbidden to

return to Jerusalem

167 AD    1-20

 First barbarian attack on
Roman Empire

193 AD    1-20

General Septimus Severus
seizes power and turns
Empire into a military

dictatorship

211-284 AD 1-20

Praetorian Guard
assassinates one emperor
after another; civil wars
erupt and last until 285

AD

250 AD   1-20

Empire wide persecution
of Christians ordered by

Emperor Decius

253 AD   1-20

Thirty “tyrants” declare
themselves kings over land

belonging to the empire

285 AD   1-20

Diocletian reunites the
rebellious kingdoms; he

then splits the Empire into
four parts

312 AD     1-20

Constantine becomes
emperor of the west, after

abandoning his post in
Britain and emptying
Britain and France of

troops, leaving the way
open for the barbarians

313 AD    1-20

Constantine ends

324 AD   1-20

Constantine re-unites the
empire

370 AD   1-20

Huns arrive in Europe
from Asia and push other

395 AD   1-20

Rome splits in two again



Christian persecution barbarian tribes into
Rome's territory



410 AD   1-20

City of Rome sacked by
Visigoths

455 AD     1-20

City of Rome sacked by
Vandals

476 AD    1-20

Ostrogoth chief, Odoacer
names himself king of

Italy; western empire ends








